THE HISTORY OF THE 


3 min 3 a r r jcbhppube on Eobe minum pai- 

48 l j ojrjam Jc he jepeah hip Jinerie eab-mobneppe. 

j oolice heonun-popb me eabire pecrab ealle cneo- 
peppa. 0 ' 0 

49 Fopjam pc rne mycele burr bybe re Se mthriT 

ip. 3 hip narna ip hahj. 0 1 0 

5 ° 1 b, r milb-heojvrnep op- cneopeppe on cneo- 
jieppe hine onbjiaebenbum: 

5 1 po pop lire m pjne on hip eapme. he ro-bttlbe 
pa Opep-moban on niuOe hypa heopran. 

5i pe apeapp pa pican op perle, ant> ha eaS-moban 
upahop, 1 

53 &*njpi^en&e he mib jobum rerylbe. t otrep- 

mobe ibeie copier. 6 r 

54 J)e apeng Ippahei hip cmhr. 3 xemunbe hip 
milb-heoprneppe. 

55 Spa he ppprc ro upum pxbepum. Abpahame 
ant> hip psbe on a peopulo.- 

56 SoShce COapia punube mib hype ppylce Jpy 
m on Sap . 3 je penbe pa ro hype hupe:- 

57 Da pa;p jepylleb Slizabethe cenmnj-nb. anb 
heo punu cenbe. 

58 -j hype nehchebujuip 3 hype cuSan f jehypbon. 

j Dpihren hip mdb heoprneppe mib li ype ni vppuOe 
1 hij mib hype bhppobon:- 

5y Da on pam ehreoSan bxje hij comon -p cdb 

ymbpmSan. anb nembon hine hip pitbep naman Za- 
chajuam:- 

bo Da anbppapobe hip mobop. Ne pe poSep ac he 
biS lohannep jenemneb;- 

6 1 Da cpiebon hi ro hype. Nip nan on pinpe ma'TSe 
pyppu m naman jenemneb: - 

b2 Da bicnobun hi ro hip pitbep, hpair he poire 
hyne jenemnebne beon:- 

63 pa ppar he jebebenum pex-bpebe. lohannep 
ip hipnama. Sa punbpobon hij ealle: 

64 Da peapS pona hip muS 3 hip runje je.openob. 
1 he pppsc. Dpihren hierpijenbe:- 

63 Da peapS eje jepopben opep ealle hypa neh- 
chebnpap. anb opep ealle Iubea munr-lanb ptpon 
Jap popto jepibmtppobe. 

66 3 ealle pa 3 e hir jehyjibon, on hypa heopran 
perrun 3 cpirr on. penpr Su hpsr byS pep cnapa. 
piroObce Dpihrnep hanb prep mm him! 

by A nr Zachajuap hip pabep p*p mil) halerum 
Capre gepylleo. 4 he pirejobe anb cpt$. 

bS Eeblerpub py Dpihren Ippahela Dor. pop- 
fam Je he jeneopube. 4 hip polcep alypebnerpe 
bvbe. 

69 Anb he up hade hopn apepbe on Dauibep hope 
lup cmhrep. 

70 Spa he pppa?c Juph hip halejpa pirejena muS. 
Ja Se op popirep pjvym Se pppxcon. 

7 1 “j lie alypbe up op upum peonbum. anb op ealpa 
j^apa Iianba pc up lure bon. 

7 2 QDilb-heoprneppe ro pypcenne mib upum psbe- 
pum. ] -^emunan hip halejan cySneppe. 

73 Pv ne u y ro j yllenne |>one aS )-e he upum pm- 
bep Abpahame fpop. 

74 Drr pe buran eje, op upe peonba hanba aly- 
pebe. him beapian 


73 On hahgneppe bepopan him eallum upum 
bagum:- J 

76 Snb pu cnapa bipr fr t p hehpran piteja jenem 

neb. jj'u Tiepr bepopan Dpihrnep anpyne. hip perar 
^eappian. 0 1 

77 I o pyllene hij* polce hiele ^epir on hypa pynna 
pop 3 ypneppe. 

78 Duph innoSap upe p Dobep milb- heoprneppe. 
on j?am he up jeneopube op eaprbasle up- pppinjenbe. 

79 Onlyhran j am pc on jryprpum 3 on beaSep 
pceace pieraS. upe per ro 3 epeceenne on pibbe pe 3 i- 

80 S^Slice pe cnapa peox. 3 piep on japre 3 epr‘ 
jianjob. 3 p<rj" on pepcenum oS j'One bmg hyp a;ry- 
pebueppuin on Ippahei:- 


43 And my ipiryt hath gladid in God myn helthe. 

44 For he hath bchulden the me benefit of his hand- 
mayden : lor lo for tins alJe generatiouns l’ehulen icv c 
that I am bleflld. 

45 For he that is mighti hath don to megrete thingis 

and his name is holy. > 

46 And his meriy is fro kyndrcde into kyndredis to 
men that dreden him. 

47 Fie made myght in his arm, he lcateride proude 
men with the thou glue of his herte. 

48 He fette doun myglity men fro feetc and enhaun- 
fide meke mtn. 

49 He hath fulfillid hungry men with goodis, and 
he has left riche men voide, 

50 He havynge mynde of his mercy took up Iliad 
his child, 

51 As he hath fpokun to oure fadris, to Abraham, 
and to his feed into world is. 

52 And Marye dwellide with hir as it were thre 
moncthis and turned agen into his hous. 

53 But the tyme of beringe child was fulfillid to 
Elizabeth, and fche bar a fon. 

54 And the neyghbouris and cofvns of hir herdfti 
that the Lordhadde magnyfied his mercy with hir, and 
thei thankiden him. 

55 And it was doon in the eightithe day thei camen to 
circumfide the child, and thei depiden him Zacarye by 
the name of his fadir. 

56 And his modir anfweride and feide, nay; but lie 
fchal be clepid Jon. 

57 And thei leiden to hir, for no man is in thi kyn- 
rede that is clepid this name. 

58 And thei bikenyden to his fadir, what he wolde 
that he were clepid. 

59 And he axinge a poyntel wroot leiyngc, Jon is 
his name, and alle men wondriden. 

60 And annoon his mouth was openyd and his tunge, 
and he pale and bleffideGod. 

61 And drede w r as maad on all hir neighbouris, and 
all the wordis warn puplifehid on alle the mounteynes 
of Judee. 

62 And alle men that herden puttulen in her herte, 
and iciden what manner child leal this be, tor the hood 
ol the Lord was with him. 

63 And Zacarye his fadir was fulfillid with the holy 
Golf, and profeciede and fade. 

64 Blellid be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he has 
vifitid and maad redempeioun of his puple. 

65 And he has rered to us an horn of helthe in the 
hous of Dauith his child. 

66 As he fpak by the mouth of hife holy prophetis 
that weren fro the world. 

67 Hclth fro oure cnemyes, and fro the bond of alle 
men that hatiden us. 

68 lo do merfy with oure ladris, and to have mynde 
of his holy teilament. 

69 The gretc ooth that he lwoor to Abraham our 
fadir, 

70 To geve himfelf to us, that we without d" J * 

delyvered tro the hond of oure cnemyes ferr 0 
him, ' 

71 In holynefie and rightwifnefie before him, in n! r f 
our dayes. 

72 And thou child fchalt be clepid the profete of the 
highelte, for thou ichalt go before the face of the Lord 
to make redy hife weyes. 

73 l '° geve fcicnce of heelth to his puple into re- 
miilioun oi her lynnes. 

74 By the inwardenels of the merfy of oure God, 

in the which he fpringyng up tro on high hath vifired 
us. 

75 geve liglit to them that fitten in derkne(fis» 
and in fchadowe ot deeth, to drefie oure leet into the 
weye of pees ; 

76 And the child wexide, and was confortid in fp'ryc, 
anil v. as in dtlert placis til! to the dav of his fehewing 
to Yfrael. 
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£ ISl G L I S H G 


Of the 

thouch our ignorame o ■ g which ,t would be 

the quantities of lhel ‘ 1 / f lblc . ’ to recover, excludes 

gave to their contemporaries _ without rhymc . 

The firft poetry o dTpended upon the quan- 

and conlcquent y nnift ha d f in dme to imi- 

i \nd c ofe then- verfes with cor- 

tate their neighboui s, unu 

refpondent fou nds. . , j p ave f e lefted, contain 

The two pafiag nrefent lvrick mealurcs, 

apparently the r ^V, 1 be ' i uft ly coiifidered as the genuine 
and the writers ma> be puny 

anceftors of the EngUJh poets. 

toe mai him r°J K atspeben, 

g^ r he San no ope bibbe ne mu^en, 

{ f 0 n -ti bilimpe® dome, 
toe V pir f bir ano tore 
Atio ber biuopen borne. 


Ic am elbep Sanne ic pep, 

A innrpe 3 ec a lope. 

Ic ealbi mope Sanue ic bebe, 

CO 1 pir ojhre ro bi mope. 

Sc -f hine pelue uop^er, 

Uop pine ofep uop chdbe. 

ral comen on euele prebe, 

Bure rob him bi mdbe. 

Ne hopie pip hipe pepc, 

Ne pepe ro hip puie. 

Bi ro[i him pelue eujuch man, 

0rep pile he bieS aliuc. 

Munich man mib f he haueb, 

COai bejjen heuepiche. 

8e Se leppe 3 pe Se mope, 
pepe aibep iliche. 

peuene anb epSe he oueppieo, 
pir exhen biS pulb pihr. * 

Sunne 3 mone 3 alle preppen, 

BieS Sieprpe on hip hhre. 

pe por hper ScncheS anb hper boji, 

Alle quike pihre. 

Nip no lotiepb ppich ip xipr, 

Ne no kinj ppich ip bpihre. 

peuene 3 epSe 3 all Sar if, 

Biloken tp on hip honbe. 
pe beS al f hip pdle ip. 

On pea anb ec on lonbe. 

pe ip opb alburen opbe, 

T^nb enbe alburen enbe. 
pe one ip eupe on eche prebe, 

Ujenbe pep Su penbe. 

pe ip buuen up anb bineoen, 
Biuopen anb ec bihinb. 

Se man 3 obep pdle beS, 
pie rmi hine ailipap uinbe. 

€che pune he lhepS, 

Anb por eche bebe. 
pe Suph pijS echep iSanc, 

Ujai hpar pel up ro pebe. 

Se man neupe nele bon 3 ob, 

Ne neupe 7; ob hp leben. 

6p beS 3 bom come ro hip bupe, 
pe mai him pope abpeben. 

pun 3 ep 3 Suppr here 3 diele, 
GcSe aiib all unhelSe. 

Duph beS com on Sip mibelapb, 
"Aiib oSep umpelSe. 

is e mai non hepre hir lpenche, 
Ne no run^e relle. 

Pu muchelt pinum anb hu uele, 

BieS inne he He. 

Louie Eob mib upe 1 nepre. 

Anb mib all upe mi lire. 

Anb upe emepiprene ppo up pelp, 
Spo up lepeS bpihre. 


K G u A Cr E, 


sum* JWg 

Anb pume Sep habbeo mope. 

Gch eprep S.m f be bebe, 
f-'erep f be ppanc pope. 

Ne- pel Sep bi hjiev ne pm, 

Ne obep kennep epre. 

T}ob one pel bi echep lip, 

Anb blipce anb eche pepre. 

Ne pal Sap bi r cere ne T c ? u ^ 

Ne poplbep pele none. 

Ac pi mep 3 }je f u r b,hac > 

All pall ben 50b one. 

Ne mai no mep^e bi ppo muchel* 

Spo ip jobep ipihSe. 

p 1 t r u P r une anC> b P mr> 

Anb bat bure- mhre. 

Dep ip pele bure pane, 

Anb pepre buren ippmche. 

Se f mai anb nele Sebep come, 

Sope hir pel uopSenche. 

Den tr bhree buren rpeje. 


Nip Sep popje ne pop non, 

Ne non umpelSe. 

Dep me pel topihren ipen, 

Spo aj*e he ip mib ipippe. 

one mai anb pel al bien, 

€n slep anb mannep bhpee. 

To Sape blipce up bpinj 50b, 
Dcr pixeS buren enbe. 

Danne he upe paula unbmr, 

Or hchamhce benb. 

Lpipr jeue up lebe ppich lip, 

Anb habbe ppiciine enbe. 

Der pe moren Sibep cumen, 
Danne pe hermep penbe. 




About the year < * 5 °, tae ^ axon began to take a 
form in which rne beginning of the prefent Enghjb may 
be plainly difeoveredj this change leems not to have been 
the eft eft ot the Norman conqueft, for very few French 
words are found to have been introduced in the firft hun- 
dred years after ic •, the language muft therefore have been 
altered by caufes like thofe which, not with (landing the 
care of writers and locieties mfiituted to obviate them, 
are even now daily making innovations tn every living 
language. I have exhibited a fpeamen of the language 
of this age from the year 1135 to 114° °1 tbe Saxon 
chronicle^ of which the latter part was apparently 
written near the time to which it relates. 


Dtp jT'pe pop j?e km 5 Srephne opep pae ro Nop- 
manbi. 3 j)ep pep unbep panjen. popSi f hi penben 
•p he pculbc ben alpuic alpe jie com pt*p. 3 pop he habbe 
3 er hip rpepop. ac he ro-belb re 3 pearepeb porlice. 
COicel habbe ]3enpi kmj jabepeb 30I0 3 pyhap. anb 
na job ne bibe me pop Imp paule Jap op. Da fie km j 
Srephne ro Gn jla-lanb com Ja macob he hip jabepin j 
£er Oxene-pop.b. 3 j?ap he nam Je bipcop Kojep op 
Sepep bepi. j Alexanbep bipcop op Lincoln. 3 re 
Eancelep Rojep hipe neuep. 3 bibe adle m ppipun. 
Til hi japen up hepe caprlep. Da j?e fuikep unbep- 
jirron j> he miibe man Jap 3 popre 3 job. 3 najup- 
ripe ne bibe, Ja biben hi alle punbep. Jh habben him 
man peb makeb anb aSep puopen. ac hi nanrpeuSe ne 
heolben. alle he paspon pop-ppopen. 3 hepe rpeoSep 
pop-!o]ven. pop aeupic pice man hip capriep makebe 
anb ar tnep him heolben. anb pyloen j’e lanb pull op 
capriep. j>i puencren pmSe Jc ppeccfc men op Je lanb 
mib caprJ-peopcep. Ja Je capriep pajten makeb. Ja 
pylben hi mib beoulep anb yuete men. Da rumen hi 
pa men Je hi penben j> am job hepben. baSe be mhrer 
anb be bseiej'. cap 1 -men 3 pun men. anb biben heo:n in 
ppipun eprep 50 lb anb pyluep. 3 pmtb heom un-rel- 
lenblice pimnj. pop ne pa- pen naeupie nan maprvpp 
j'pa pineb alpe hi psepon. COe henjeb up bi Je per anb 
jrmokcbheom mib pul pmoke. me henjeb bi Je Jumbep. 






